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Dictionary of northern mythology by rudolf
simek Complete Guide

A concise dictionary of Old Icelandic

Understanding the language of the Norse sagas and medieval Iceland requires a grasp of Old
Icelandic, a language rich in history, culture, and literature. This concise dictionary aims to provide a
clear overview of essential Old Icelandic terms, their meanings, and usage, serving as a valuable
resource for students, scholars, and enthusiasts of Norse history. By exploring key vocabulary,
grammatical features, and cultural references, readers can gain deeper insights into the linguistic
landscape of medieval Iceland.

Introduction to Old Icelandic
Old Icelandic, also known as OIld Norse, was spoken in Iceland from the 9th to the 13th centuries. It
is the ancestor of modern Icelandic, as well as other Scandinavian languages like Norwegian,
Swedish, and Danish. The language is renowned for its rich literary tradition, including the sagas,
eddas, and skaldic poetry.
Key features include:

- Complex inflectional morphology

- Vast vocabulary with many loanwords from Latin, Greek, and other languages

- Poetic and prose forms that reflect a highly expressive linguistic style

This dictionary highlights commonly used words and terms that occur frequently in Old Icelandic
texts, with explanations suitable for modern readers.

Basic Vocabulary in Old Icelandic

Understanding foundational vocabulary is crucial to translating and interpreting Old Icelandic texts
accurately. Below are some essential words, their meanings, and usage notes.

Common Nouns

- madur ? man, person
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- kona ? woman

- barn ? child, baby

- fjord ? fjord, inlet

- land ? land, country

- skip ? ship

- madur ? man

- heimr ? world, universe, homeland

Core Verbs

-vera ? to be

- pykkja ? to think, consider
- koma ? to come

- fara ?to go

- lika ? to like

- gera ? to do, make

- sja ? to see

Adjectives and Descriptive Terms

- g6éour ? good

- illr ? bad, evil

- fagr ? beautiful, fair
- mikill ? great, large
- litill ? small, little

- go6aor ? good, kind

Important Old Icelandic Terms and Their Cultural Significance

Many Old Icelandic words carry cultural and societal importance, reflecting the values, beliefs, and
social structures of medieval Iceland.

Legal and Social Terms

- l6grétta ? Althing (the national assembly of Iceland)

- v?rdr ? guardian, protector; also a term for a chieftain or lawman
- god ? chieftain, god; a term also used in a religious context

- konungr ? king, ruler
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- skogr ? forest; often associated with wilderness or rural life

Mythological and Religious Terms

- Ass ? /Esir (the main pantheon of Norse gods)

- Joétunn ? giant, Jotunn

- H?rgr ? cairn or mound, often used in burial contexts
- alf ? elf

- dvergr ? dwarf

Grammatical Features of Old Icelandic

Old Icelandic grammar is characterized by its inflectional nature, with nouns, pronouns, adjectives,
and verbs all changing form based on case, number, tense, and mood.

Noun Cases
Old Icelandic nouns decline through four primary cases:
- Nominative ? subject of a sentence
- Accusative ? direct object
- Dative ? indirect object, or used with prepositions
- Genitive ? shows possession or relationship
Verb Conjugation
Verbs are conjugated for tense (present, past), mood (indicative, subjunctive, imperative), and
person (first, second, third). For example:
- vera (to be) ?
-ekem

- pu ert
- hann er

Pronunciation and Orthography
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Old Icelandic pronunciation differs from modern Icelandic, with specific sounds represented by
characters like p (thorn), d (eth), and a (ash). Orthography was not standardized, leading to
regional variations.

Key pronunciation notes:

- b/ p (thorn) ? pronounced as 'th" in 'thing'
- 0 / eth ? similar to 'th' in 'this’
- & ? like the 'a’ in 'cat’

Resources for Studying Old Icelandic

To deepen your understanding of Old Icelandic vocabulary and grammar, consider the following
resources:

- Old Icelandic Dictionary by Cleasby and Vigfusson ? a comprehensive lexicon
- An Introduction to Old Norse by E.V. Gordon ? a beginner-friendly textbook
- Online dictionaries and corpora ? such as the Skaldic Project and Norse Dictionaries

Conclusion

A concise dictionary of Old Icelandic serves as an essential tool for anyone interested in Norse
literature, history, or language. By familiarizing oneself with core vocabulary, grammatical structures,
and cultural terms, readers can unlock the rich narratives of Iceland's medieval past. Whether
translating sagas or exploring mythological texts, understanding this language opens a window into
a world of legendary heroes, gods, and epic adventures.

This overview provides a foundational understanding of Old Icelandic, blending linguistic details with
cultural insights to foster appreciation and scholarly study of this fascinating language.

A Concise Dictionary of Old Icelandic: An Essential Resource for Linguists and Historians

Understanding the intricacies of Old Icelandic, also known as Old Norse, is crucial for scholars
delving into medieval Scandinavian history, literature, and linguistics. A well-crafted dictionary
dedicated to this ancient language serves as an invaluable tool, bridging the gap between modern
readers and the linguistic landscape of early Icelandic society. "A Concise Dictionary of Old
Icelandic” stands out as a meticulously designed reference that balances comprehensiveness with
accessibility, making it an indispensable resource for students, researchers, and enthusiasts alike.
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Introduction to Old Icelandic and Its Significance

Old Icelandic, or Old Norse as it is often called in a broader context, was the language spoken by
Norse inhabitants of Iceland and parts of Scandinavia during the medieval period, roughly from the
9th to the 14th centuries. Its significance extends beyond mere linguistic curiosity; it is the language
of the sagas, eddas, and legal texts that shape our understanding of Viking Age culture, mythology,
and societal structures.

Why is a dictionary of Old Icelandic important?

- Preservation of Cultural Heritage: Many ancient texts are only accessible through meticulous
linguistic analysis.

- Academic Research: Facilitates accurate translation, interpretation, and contextual
understanding.

- Educational Tool: Assists students in grasping complex grammatical structures and vocabulary.

- Linguistic Evolution: Offers insights into the development of modern Scandinavian languages.

Scope and Composition of the Dictionary

"A Concise Dictionary of Old Icelandic" aims to cover essential vocabulary, idiomatic expressions,
grammatical structures, and derivations pertinent to the language's corpus. Its scope is both
linguistic and cultural, reflecting the richness of Old Icelandic literature.

Key features include:

- Alphabetical Entries: Over 10,000 entries, including nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs,
pronouns, and particles.

- Etymological Information: Origins of words, roots, and related terms from other Indo-European
languages.

- Grammatical Notes: Conjugation patterns, declensions, and usage notes for each entry.

- Cultural Context: Explanations of words with cultural or historical significance.

- Cross-References: Links between related terms, synonyms, and antonyms.

Organization and Usability
The dictionary is designed with user-friendliness in mind, balancing depth with clarity.

Structural aspects:
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- Headwords: Clear, bolded entries with pronunciation guides.

- Definitions: Concise yet comprehensive explanations, often including multiple meanings.

- Example Sentences: Quoting original texts where possible to illustrate usage.

- Grammatical Indicators: Parts of speech, gender, case, tense, and mood annotations.

- Appendices: Supplementary materials such as verb tables, morphological charts, and a glossary
of proper nouns.

Usability considerations:

- Alphabetical Arrangement: Facilitates quick lookup.

- Indexing System: Thematic indexes for common themes like mythology, law, or daily life.

- Digital Companion: An online version with search functionality and hyperlinks enhances
accessibility.

Depth of Linguistic Content

One of the strengths of "A Concise Dictionary of Old Icelandic” is its detailed linguistic coverage,
making it a practical tool for philologists and serious students.

Linguistic features include:
- Semantic Variations: Multiple meanings and their contextual relevance.
- Morphological Details: Information on inflected forms, irregular verbs, and exceptions.
- Phonological Notes: Pronunciation tips, especially for older dialectal variations.

- Historical Usage: Tracing the evolution of words across different texts and time periods.

This depth ensures that users not only find definitions but also understand how words function within
the language?s grammatical framework.

Coverage of Literary and Cultural Vocabulary

Old Icelandic literature is rich with poetic and narrative vocabularies, often laden with metaphor and
symbolism.

Specialized vocabulary covered:

- Mythological Terms: Names of gods, mythical creatures, and divine concepts.
- Legal and Political Terms: Words related to governance, law, and societal roles.
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- Everyday Life: Terms describing farming, fishing, clothing, and domestic activities.
- Poetic and Rhetorical Devices: Words and phrases used in skaldic poetry and saga storytelling.

Understanding these words within their cultural context enhances comprehension of texts and
appreciation of their literary artistry.

Comparison with Other Lexical Resources

While comprehensive dictionaries of Old Norse exist, "A Concise Dictionary of Old Icelandic"
distinguishes itself through several aspects:

- Conciseness: Focused entries avoid overwhelming detail, perfect for quick reference.

- User-Friendly Format: Clear layout with minimal jargon, making it accessible to novices.
- Integration: Cross-referencing with grammatical guides and textual sources.

- Updated Scholarship: Incorporation of recent linguistic research and discoveries.

Compared to larger tomes, this dictionary offers a balance of depth and practicality, making it ideal
for both academic study and casual exploration.

Applications and Benefits for Users
Scholars and Researchers:
- Facilitates precise translations of sagas, poetry, and legal texts.
- Assists in linguistic analysis of Old Icelandic syntax and morphology.
- Supports comparative studies with other Germanic languages.
Students:
- Acts as a primary learning aid for understanding vocabulary and grammar.
- Enhances comprehension of complex texts through accessible definitions.
Historians and Cultural Enthusiasts:

- Provides insights into the worldview, beliefs, and daily life of medieval Icelanders.
- Aids in interpreting archaeological findings with linguistic context.
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Translators and Writers:

- Serves as a reference for accurate rendering of Old Icelandic texts into modern languages.
- Inspires creative works rooted in Norse mythology and history.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths:

- Well-organized and user-friendly layout.

- Rich etymological and grammatical information.

- Extensive coverage of both common and obscure vocabulary.
- Cultural annotations that deepen understanding.

Limitations:

- As a "concise" dictionary, it may omit some rare or specialized terms.
- Not a substitute for full linguistic corpora or comprehensive texts.
- May require supplementary resources for advanced grammatical analysis.

Conclusion: An Essential Tool for Old Icelandic Studies

"A Concise Dictionary of Old Icelandic" stands as a testament to the meticulous scholarship
dedicated to preserving and disseminating Norse linguistic heritage. Its blend of thoroughness and
accessibility makes it an indispensable reference for anyone engaged with Old Icelandic texts,
whether for academic research, translation, or personal interest.

By providing detailed definitions, grammatical insights, etymological backgrounds, and cultural
context, the dictionary not only aids in linguistic decipherment but also fosters a deeper appreciation
of the medieval Icelandic worldview. As the language of the legendary sagas and poetic eddas, Old
Icelandic continues to captivate modern audiences, and this dictionary ensures that its vocabulary
remains accessible and alive for generations to come.

In essence, whether you are a seasoned scholar or a curious newcomer, "A Concise Dictionary of
Old Icelandic" offers a comprehensive, reliable, and engaging gateway into the fascinating world of

Old Norse language and culture.

QuestionAnswer What is 'A Concise Dictionary of Old Icelandic’ primarily used for? It serves as a
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comprehensive reference for students, linguists, and scholars studying Old Icelandic language and
literature, providing definitions and explanations of Old Icelandic words and terms. Who is the author
of 'A Concise Dictionary of Old Icelandic? The dictionary was compiled and edited by Various
scholars, with key contributions from Rudolf Simek and others specializing in Old Norse linguistics.
How is 'A Concise Dictionary of Old Icelandic’ different from other Old Norse dictionaries? It is more
concise and accessible, focusing on essential vocabulary and providing clear, straightforward
definitions, making it suitable for quick reference and learners. Is 'A Concise Dictionary of Old
Icelandic’ suitable for beginners? While it is designed to be user-friendly, some prior knowledge of
Old Norse or Old Icelandic language is recommended for effective use. Does the dictionary include
historical and cultural context for the words? Yes, it often provides contextual information to help
understand the usage and significance of words within Old Icelandic texts and culture. Can this
dictionary assist in translating Old Icelandic literary texts? Yes, it is a valuable resource for
translating and understanding Old Icelandic literary works, such as sagas and poetry. Is 'A Concise
Dictionary of Old Icelandic' available in digital format? Yes, it is available in digital formats, making it
accessible for online research and portable use. What level of linguistic detail does the dictionary
provide? It provides brief definitions, grammatical information, and occasionally etymological notes,
suitable for quick reference and study. How does this dictionary contribute to the study of Old Norse
language and culture? It offers a reliable, condensed resource that supports linguistic analysis,
translation, and cultural understanding of Old Icelandic texts and their historical context. Where can |
purchase or access 'A Concise Dictionary of Old Icelandic'? It can be purchased through academic
publishers, online bookstores, or accessed via university libraries and digital research platforms
specializing in Old Norse studies.
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